




The redevelopment of Chinatown in the Johannesburg CBD 
through a public environment upgrade intends to stimulate 
economic development in this historic core of Chinese Culture.  
Through primary upgrade elements such as lighting, sidewalks, 
landscaping, artworks and street furniture; spaces for walking, 
trading, gathering, celebration are defined that bring much needed 
amenity as well as subtle cultural specificity to the precinct.   

The End of Cities exhibition is the final of a three-part series of 
installations by conceptual artist Stephen Hobbs that leaned upon 
the unfinished highways in Cape Town’s Foreshore as a subject 
matter.  A series of conversations resulted in an exhibition and 
walk-about of the study area.  A shop-front screen is constructed 
that provides a relationship between the gallery and Sir Lowry 
Road that makes strong references to the ‘under-constructed 
nature’ of the gallery and highway. Openings provoke curiosity by 
mimicking the framed views of the city created by the flyovers.

In response to the rampant developmental projects around 
the busy Orlando Station interchange, an interim set of design 
guidelines sought to provide a point of reference for various 
project initiatives.  Quick-win solutions such as a multi-purpose 
parking along civic amenities bring much-needed adaptable 
amenity. Formal and informal retail activity is given equal 
opportunity for growth whilst ‘front-doors’ of civic buildings 
are emphasized through the making of public spaces and 
emphasizing the station forecourt.

UrbanWalks is a means through which to understand the 
complexity of Johannesburg city. Only through physically charting 
its interior can we begin to understand how it is growing, decaying 
or regenerating. UrbanWalks takes its form in theamed walks 
through the city. We document these walks through photographs 
and then create maps showing our route and selected images 
from the walk. These maps are then made available online for 
people to download and use themselves.
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Woodstock, Cape Town
Blank Gallery

not applicable
October 2009
Stephen Hobbs

Johannesburg
UrbanWorks
not applicable
2009
Various Guests

The conceptual design seeks to commemorate the presence of 
Nelson Mandela and Oliver Tambo, two struggle icons.  Their 
practice, Mandela and Tambo, situated at Chancellor House, was 
the first black legal practice in South Africa and contributes greatly 
to our recent political history.  A courtyard is inserted into the 
dense site displacing floor area onto the roof creating a controlled 
permeable public ground plane via an exhibition gallery.  Key 
existing architectural elements are enhanced and integrated with 
new components.  

The Rea Vaya Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) System is a key 
infrastructural development that radically changes the way that 
Johannesburg is experienced and navigated.  As part of the 33 
station modules, artworks have been created for the side of each 
bus station.  Inspired by the peculiarity, energy and stories of 
Johannesburg and its people, a series of artworks are selected 
that bring a richer reading of places and people through themes 
such as migration, gold, play, communication, interaction, 
transport and diversity.
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Johannesburg, CBD	
Johannesburg 
Development Agency
ZAR 3 800 000
August 2009
Turkis
Trinity Session
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Orlando East, Soweto	
City of Johannesburg / 
JDA
not applicable
March 2009
2610 South Architects
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Ferrierasdorp, JHB	
Johannesburg 
Development Agency
not applicable
November 2009
HMJ Prins Architect
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Ferrierasdorp, JHB	
Johannesburg 
Development Agency
ZAR 4 100 000
Under Construction
HMJ Prins Architect


